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„ Priesthood is the 
to intelligences in the 
LENNIAL Stag, Vol. IX, page 321 


Taat God has a right to govern this 
world, as one of His innumerable 
creations, is too self-evident a truth to 
need any discussion, and is readil 
conceded, in theory at least, by all 
rational beings who have an intelli- 
gent conception of a Deity. His right 
to 2 is inseparably connected 
with the fact of His existence, and 
reason compels us to 2 the one 
with the other, or to reject both. 

The Bible narrative leads us to 
infer that tbe direct personal govern- 
ment of God upon the earth ceased at 
the fall of our first parents, and that 
His authority since then has usua'ly 
been exercised in a delegated form. 
This brings us to a consideration of 
the sublime definition of priesthood 
that we have quoted from an article 
written upon this interesting — 
many years ago, by our late reve 
President. | consistent believers in 
the Scriptures must acknowledge the 
latter part of the quotation, referring 
to the delegation of God’s power to 
men on the earth, is in perfect agree- 


—.— of God. 
eave 


‘not himse 


it is the power of God 


ns and to men on earth.”—President John Taylor, Mix- 


ment with many plain and important 
declarations of Holy Writ, from the 
early mention of the great High 
Priest, Melchisedek, down. to the 
divine commission given by our Savior 
to His apostles. Paul, in his epistle 
to the Hebrews, says of Priesthood, 
“No man taketh this honor unto 
himself, but be that is called of God, 
as was Aaron.” And in the succeed- 
ing verse the apostle forcibly illus- 
trates the principle, that all genuine 
—— authority emanates from G. 
y dec miaff “So also Christ glorifi 

to be made an High 
Priest; but he that said unto him, 
Thou art my Son, to-day have I be- 
gotten thee, Other references to our 
Savior as the great High Priest and 
Apostle of our profession, will readily 
occur to the mind of the reader, and 
need not be quoted. The divine na- 
ture of the Holy Priesthood is further 
exemplified in the memorable words 
of Jesus to His apostles : “ Whatsoever 
ye shall bind on earth sball be bound 


In heaven: and whatsoever ye shall 
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loose on eirth sball be loosed in 
heaven.” 

The Scriptures of the Old Testa- 
ment are no less explicit than those 
of the New in sustaining the divine 
nature and source of Priesthood, and 
modern revelation still further 
strengthens the position by pluinly 
telling us that it was ty this power 
every servant of God, from Adam 
down to our cwn day, bas been au- 
thorized to speak ard act in His 
name, in tke various di-pensations 
with which mankind bas been favored. 


Holy men, who under the general. 


name of prophets, ministered to an- 
cient Israel at times when the autho- 
rity to confer the Priesthood did not 
exist on the earth, received it direct 
from the Almighty. Joseph Smith’s 
own mission to j reach the Gospel, 
officiate in its ordinances, and again 
organize the Church and kingdom of 
God upon the earth, did not fully 
begin until he Lad received the Priest- 
hood from heavenly personages, who 
had the authority to impart it. It is 
one of the mcst convincing proofs in 
‘favor of the truth of the revelations 
given through the Prophet Joseph 
that in this principle of Priesthood, as 
in all others, they conflict in no par- 
ticular with the anc‘ent Scriptures, 
but supplement and confirm them 
with a completeness and perfection 
utterly ‘unattainable by the wisdom 
of man. 

In the history of ancient Israel the 
power of the holy Priesthood Jooms 
up and overshadows all other. Even 
the kingly authority which God per- 
mitted, rather than sanctioned, de- 
rived its most potent virtue from the 
holy anointing ty the priestly repre- 
sentative of heaven. The glitter and 

omp of Saul’s 3 rale beſore the. 

ight of Samuel’s Priesthood ; and the 
great king, David, cowered before the 
man of God who denounced his sin 
and declared i's punishment. This 
deference of royalty to Priesthood can 
be traced through ages in which the 
latter existed but in name and form, 
and there is not a king in Christen- 
dom, and scarcely one out of it—so 
great is the power of tradition—whose 
coronation is not associated with some 
religious ceremonies that recall, faintly 


as it may be, the time when the 
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divinely-appointed king received the 
confirmation of his power in the holy 
anointing. This was the origin of 
the “divine right of kings,” which 
superstition preserved long after the 
loss of the true Priesthood, from 
which it derived its significance and 
force, 

The views concerning Priesthood, 
sustained and confirmed by revela- 
tion, are not weakened when they ary 
submitted to the test of reasun and 
analogy. As Priesthood procerds 
from God, it is a portion of His 

wer, delegated to men on earth.” 

t can, from its very nature, be 
nothing less than this. Now, it. is 
the principle of all etree 
human or ‘divine, that delegnte 
power is endowed with the autlority 
of the source from which it springs, 
so long as it does not transcend its 
prescribed limits. How reasonable 
and convincing, then, is the inspired 
sentiment of the Prophet Joseph: 
*The rights of the Priesthood are 
inseparably connected with the powers 
of heaven.” 1 short of this 
beautiful ideal is not Priesthood, it is 
priestcraft, The line is sbarp and 
well defined that divides the true 
from the false, the heavenly from its 
antetype; it is the dimness of our 
vision that sometimes makes it appear 
to us uncertain and indistinct; hence 
it is that Priesthood and pricstcraft 
are often coufounded, and the odium 
of the one is used to excite prejudice 
against the other. 

Priesthood, then, is the delegated 
power and representative government 
of God. It can only be used in His 
service and for the promotion of His 
glory. It cannot be made to subserve 
other purposes or interests. When 
delegated authority misrepresents its 
original, or, in any manner transcends 
its legitimate bounds, its force and 
virtue are lost. The holy Priesthood 
cannot be used to minister to the 
pride, the avarice, or the ambition of 
wan. Hewho thus attempts to use 
it, loses its substance and retains only 
its shadow. In the emphatic language 
of revelation, “Amen to the Priest- 
hood, or the authority of that man.” 

To assume the office and calling of 
Priesthood without divine authority 
to do 80, is usurpation. Ignorance 


— 
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may, in a greater or less degree, ex- 
cuse, but can never justify it. ,No 
buman government would sustain 
those who assumed to represent it 
without authority, even if it were 
done ignorantly ; much less would the 
Almighty sanction the exercise of 
heavenly powers by self-appointed, or 
self. deceived pretenders. 

The Book of Mormon declares: “ It 
must needs be, that there is an oppo- 
sition in all things.” Priesthood finds 
this opposition in priesteraft, which is 
always its enemy, and often its coun- 
— —— * — Priest- 
hood for the purpose estroying it. 
— — * has its origin in the 
ambition or ignorance of man; in 
reality these are but the aids and 
stimulants of its —. Its source 
is further hack and deeper duwo. It 
is in that Evil One who fought against 
—— authority in heaven, ere 
“the morning stars sang together” at 
cereation's birth, Driven from thence 
he renewed the struggle on this earth, 
when it was pre for the proba- 
tion of man, Hence we find priest- 
craft of nearly equal antiquity with 
Priesthood. Already was it flourish- 
ing in ancient pt when Melchise- 
dal, by the autbority of the Priest- 
hood, received tithes from Abraham 
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and blessed that honored patriarch. 
It usurped authority over the bodies 
and consciences of men, counterfeited 
the miraculous manifestations of God's 
1 through His legitimate Priest- 

ood, hy the exercise of magical de- 
ceptions and mysterious rites, which 
superior learning and the cunning 
promptings of S itan suggested to the 
priests of On. 

Priesthood elevates to the worship 
of the true and living God; priest- 
craft degrades to the slavery «f the 
soul. Priesthood saves; priestcraft 
destroys. The two principles are as 
opposite as the poles. They are ele- 
ments that can never unite. Every- 
thing that Priesthood is, priestcraft is 
not, and can never attain to. 

Each may be known b 
“Do men gather grapes o thorus or 
figs of thistles!“ The strugg'e be- 
tween them has been a long one, and, 
in the course of it, Priesthood has fre- 
quently been driven from the eirtb, 
and priestcraft remained to gloat over 
its short-lived triumph. But the final 
result is assured in the glorious pro- 
mise that the kingdom set up in the 
a shall never — — 

own, nor given to another people, 
but “stand forever. —Grondk Os- 
MOND, tn the Contributor. 


its fruit: 


THE LAWS OF MAN 


ARE NOT FINAL 


and talented wo- 
man, well up in the world of thought 
and literature, who has been visiting 
a portion of the past winter in Salt 
Lake City, where she has been ob- 
serving the Mormons and Gentiles, 
and enquiring into the merits of the 
so-called Mormon religion and the 
believers therein, has written to us a 
letter, showing that the people of the 
United States have been guilty of 
great injustice to the patient, honest, 

eserving pioneers of Utah, in refu- 
sing to admit Utah as a State. She 
wonders why the laws of the country 
should be so partial, aud why those 
who are honest, faithful workers and 
Lelievers in virtue, morality, sobriety 
and integrity of life, should be so 
warred against 


by those who admini- 


A observin 


ster that which may be called the 
political power of the country. 

The refusal to admit Utah as a 
State reflects no credit upon any of 
thuse in Congress who thus level the 
hostility of the general government 
against a people who, as a whole, are 
far more ing than are those 
who hold against them the prejudice 
born of ignorance. Ino no portion of 
this country is there to be founda 
better home element; a more honest 
and trustworthy temperance element; 
a more laudable, ambitious, pioneer- 
ing, labor-enduring and wealth-pro- 
ducing element than is found amon 
the Mormon pioneers and beauti- 


fiers of Utah and the surrounding 
Territories. It is safe to say that not 
one person out of every one hundred 
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human beings in the United States, 
outside of that which is known as 
the Mormon Church, can tell why the 
Latter-day Saints people are called 
Mormons, or why their Bible is thus 
named. It is a positive fact, provable 
by official records, that there is more 
crime, drunkenness, prostitution, de- 
gradation and all that which is 2 
ding and crime-producing in New 
England, New Vork, Wisconsin, and 
other of the older States in proportion 
to population than there is in Utah 
Territory. In the East it is a noto- 
rious fact that the marriage obligation 
is not considered so binding as among 
the Mormons. That there are more 
saloons, jails, prisons and workhouses 
in proportion to the population among 
the people of the States, than in Utah. 
That the ratio of education is higher 
io Utah than it is in Massachusetts, 
so long the boast of the American peo- 
ple as the location of that which is said 
to be religion, education, refinement 
and progress in the arts and sciences. 
Not a day passes in the city of New 
York that some one or more of the 
residents of the city are not unearthed 
in their bigamous relationship, 80 
that it is safe to say that in the State 
of New York there are more bigamists 
than there are of polygamists among 
the Mormon people. | 
It is also a fact that not two per 
cent. of the male members of the 
Mormon Church in Utah and adja- 
cent Territories were ever polygamists 
or adopters of the plural wife system, 
while it is safe to say that more than 
twenty per cent. of the male popula- 
tion in New England are entirely un- 
mindful of their marriage vows and 
contracts, and that the majority of 
the church members in all of the 
States, with the exception of Iowa 
and sas, are to a less or greater 
extent intemperate and in ſavor of 
licensing and carrying on the work of 
making drunkards and paupers. 
Happily is it for the world that the 
laws of men are not final. The time 
is coming when not one per cent. of 
the laws made here on earth by man 
through his agents for legislation will 
be recognized as of any account in 
the greater future which is before us 
ll, The time will come when man’s 
Jaws will melt and vanish as does ice 
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under the heat of the summer sun. 
When thousands of the Jaws of man 
will virtually flee to the mountains, 
praying that men will forget them. 
The time is coming to all of us when 
manhood and womanhood based upon 
and growing into correct principles 
will live, survive, flourish and rejoice, 
not over the legislative acts of iguo- 
rant and prejudiced bumanity, but 
because of the possession of the genu- 
ine principles of will to man, 
love to all humanity, and a willing- 
ness to trust in God and to obey the 
eternal rules for men’s guidance which 
the ordinary man in his money-making 
materialism entirely ignores. 

So it is that the people of Utah, 
and all other peoples who are trying 
to lead honest, useful lives, according 
to the lights that are before them for 
their guidance, will in the future be 
monarchs of all they survey, and 
teachers to those who now cannot 
comprehend the great duty of man. 
Were every man in Utah a polyga- 
mist, and Utah admitted as a State, 
with plural marriage not only a pri- 
vilege where one man and two women 
thus agree, but a demanded condition, 
the blot on the page of Ami: rican his- 
tory would be less than the one made 
by the political parties in this country 
in 1888, by the wholesale buying and 
selling of votes in which men of both 
parties, and all other than Mormon 
religion, engaged. 

In this connection attention is 
called to the following fact:—The 
American Bible Society is canvassing 
this country by States, to see that 
every family is supplied with the 
Bible. As a result of the canvass, it 
finds that Maine, a stronghold of Re- 
publicanism and bitter against Mor- 
monism, is the most ungodly State in 
the Union; that Maine has more than 
seventy towns in which religious ser- 
vice of any kind is seldom if ever 
held. That miles of children are 
growing up without any teaching of 

od or their future. That in even 
the best towns the majority of le 
are living outside of any Bible or 
Christian influence. In Utah there 
is not a school district, no matter how 
remote or how poor the pioneer, 
where the Bible and religious teach- 
ing are not the foundations on which 
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parents are living and educating their 
children. 

In Maine, Neal Dow says that for 
the past twenty years he has been 
before the Stute Legislature in his 
efforts to promote temperance, and at 
lust is furced to admit that temper- 
ance as a principle makes no headway 
in that State, and that liquor-selling 
and its work of pauper-making goes 
on with increasing momentum. In 
Utah, a loving belief in God; a deter- 
mination to religion and a foundation 
of temperance, are the three great 
principles which never yet: failed 
mankind, are underlying silk on 
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which their social and business fabric 
is based and growing. 

In the New England States the 
majority of the people are in favor of 
drunkenness, and inclined to what is 
called smartness; that is, getting 
there, even if you must run over the 
weak and run through a man’s garden 
rather than to helping of neighbors, 
Advance Thought cites to all the state- 
ments in this article as facts that can- 
not be successfully denied, again call- 
ing attention to the truth that the 
laws of man are not final.—Pomeroy’s 
Advance Thou ut. 


BATHING, AND WHY 


WE SHOULD BATHE, 


— — — 


Amonc all the appliances for health 
and comfort to mankind, we ma 
safely say there is nothing so well 
known, so useful, and withal so com- 
forting, and yet so little practiced, so 
carelessly and thoughlessiy neglected, 
as judicious bathing. Tue skin of the 
human body, from head to foot, is a 
network of pores. One cannot puta 
finger on a single place without cover- 
ing several hundred little openings, 
which ought always to be kept free 
and clear of obstruction. As evidence 
of the truth of this statement we need 
only to call to mind the great drops 
of sweat so often seen gathering on 
one’s face and other parts of the body 
in warm weather, especially during 
the time of over-exertion. These 
pores are the. openings into minute 
tubes or channels, which lead through 
unseen meanderings to the sanctum 
of life within. 

The dust which comes into contact 
with animals covered with hair is 
mostly kept out, and the perspiration 
conducted away from the pores of the 
skin by those hairs; hence bathing is 
not so essential with them as man- 
kind, whose bodies are practically de- 
nuded of such protection. The glu- 
tinous mass of perspiration, dust and 
filth which gathers on the surface of 
tue body naturally covers and clogs 
the pores, and often enters them and 
poisons the system. To remove that 
filth, frequent ablations and occa- 
8.onal immersion in water are exceed- 


ingly desirable, and usually indis- 
pensible to health and comfort; con- 
sequently, every family should have a 
convenient bath—and a full bath too 
—of some kind, not ouly for general 
neatness of person, so desirable to 
every person of tuste and culture, but 
as a means of preserving health, aud 
in many cases, especially under the 
advice of a good pbysician, as the 
safest, pleasantest, and one of the most 
ea and efficient means of com- 
cod good jud t and 
irected by judgment an 

wise counsel, a bath is a valuable 
auxiliary to other remedies, and it 
can be used when internal remedies 
cannot, In the long catalogue of dis- 
eases to which flesh is heir, scarcely 
one can be named in the treatment of 
which a bath is useless. To those 
blessed with good heulth, a bath, as 
a commonsense appliance, gives thrift 
and growth to healthy fuactions, a 
brightness and delightful serenity, u 
clearness of mind and bueyancy of 
spirit. It is cer ainly a blessing to 
both mind and body. For the mental 
worker it is a nerve tonic. A tho- 
rough immersion ia water of proper 
temperature will calm and give 
strength and tone to the whole sys- 
tem. The indvor laborer, who gets 
but a scanty supply of fresh air, needs 
a bath to obtain those invigorating 
elements so common in the —.— air. 
The outdoor laborer, especially the 
farmer, who works with heroic energy 


. 
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all day long, — e- on 
the entire surface of his a com- 
plete prison wall of dust and thicken- 
ing, gummy perspiration; and when 
is day’s work is done he needs then, 
more than any other thing, not only 
a wash, but a good, lucious, full bath, 
to fit him for a clean bed and a re- 
freshing sleep. 
Finally, every one needs a bath at 
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times, and every human habitation 
should contain something for a com- 
plete immersion in water; and since 
convenient and efficient portable baths 
at comparatively low figures are now 
extensively advertized for sale, there 
is little excuse for any one to be with- 
priceless benefit.— Western 
ural, 


VALUE OF PUNCTUALITY. 


Ir is astonishing how many people 
there are who neglect punctuality. 
Thousands bave failed in life from 
this cause alone. It is not only a 
serious vice in itself, but it is the 
fruitful parent of numerous other 
vices, so that he who becomes the 
victim of it gets involved in toils from 
which it is almost impossible to es- 
— It makes the merchant waste- 
ful of time; it saps the business re- 
putation of the lawyer, and it injures 
the prospects of the mechanic, who 


might otherwise rise to fortune; in a 
word, there is not a profession, nor a 
station in life, which is not liable to 
the canker of the destructive habit. 
Many and many a time has the failure 
of one man to meet his obligatio 

brought on the ruin of a score of 
others. Thousands remain poor all 
their lives, who, if they were more 
faithful to their word, would secure a 
large run of custom, and so make 
their fortunes. Be punctual, if you 
would succeed.—New York Le/ger. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 
—0— 
A shock of earthquake was felt at New Bedford, Mass., on the 7th inst. 
A terrible storm, accompanied by destructive floods, has passed over the district of 


Sargans, in Switzerland. 


- Complete anarchy is reported to prevail in Crete, and outside the cities outrages are 


common and murders not infrequent. 


A storm of great severity has visited the Kreuznach Valley. The whole of the exten- 
sive vineyards in the district have been washed away, and the crops much damaged. 
The rainstorms which visited several parts of Germany on the 3rd inst. have done 


considerable damage, sweeping away many houses and factories, while a number of 
people and animals were killed by lightning. 

A New York telegram of the 11th inst. states that a quantity of wreckage and numer- 
ous cattle were being washed ashore near Liverpool, Nova Scotia. The nature of the 
fragments indicate the wreck of a passenger steamship. 

A violent shock of earthquake, accompanied by loud subterranean rumblings, was felt 
at Brest at 1.15 p.m. on the 7th inst., being from north to south. The shock resembled 
the vibration caused by the firing of a gun of large calibre. 

CoPENHAGEN, June 11.—A fire broke out on Sunday in the small town of Preetz, in 
Schleswig, by which twelve warehouses and dwelling-houses were burned to the ground. 
The money less amounts to a large sum, and about 100 persons are rendered homeless. 


A telegram from the Governor of Madras, received at the India Office on the 11th 
inst., as to the position of affairs in Ganjam, states that the deaths from cholera had 
decreased during the week from 1,452 to 1,029. Good showers had fallen in some parts 
of the distressed area. | 11 


— 
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Telegraphing on the 10th inst., the Vienna correspondent of a London newspaper 
says -—The Galician town of Zbaraz was burnt down to-day. Some hundreds of houses 
were entirely destroyed, and many lives have, it is feared, been lost. 

A Berlin telegram of the 8th inst. states that the Czar distinctly informed the Shah 
that if the latter should, while in England, make any concessions unfavorable to Russia, 
the latter country had 100,000 soldiers on the frontier ready to march into Persia. 


The number and tonnage of British vessels respecting whose loss reports were received 
at the Board of Trade during the month of May, 1889, and the number of lives lost, are 
as follows :—Sailing vessels, 30; tonnage, 9,400; lives lost, 170. Steam vessels, 10; ton- 
nage, 9,629; lives lost, 98. Total vessels, 40; tonnage, 19,029; lives lost, 268. 

Matters have assumed a somewhat grave aspect between Germany and Switzerland. 
The German Minister at Berne has officially intimated that as it is impossible to arrive 
at a satisfactory understanding in connection with the Wohlgemuth affair, Germany 
must reserve to herself the right to take such measures against the Federal Government 
as she thinks fit. 

Paris, June 7.—A tremendous waterspout has burst over the department of the 
Lower Alps, and, being followed by a violent storm of wind and rain, has caused enor- 
mous damage. In many districts the standing crops have been completely destroyed. 
Great damage has been done in the towns, some of which are flooded, the streets being 
under three feet of water. dl id 

According to a private letter the Mahdists have made a desert of Western Abyssinia. 
Flocks and herds have been destroyed, and thousands of Abyssinian Christians have been 
sold into slavery, besides many thousands butchered in cold blood. A great many mem- 
bers of the noblest families in Abyssinia are now pining in slavery at Mecca, and the 
letter appeals in pathetic language to the people of Europe to procure the liberation of 
their Christian brethren. 

Great damage was caused in the neighborhood of on the morning of the 7th 
inst., by hailstones, hundreds of windows being At Salisbury the storm was 
very severe, rain falling in such torrents as to cause floods. Between ten o’clock and 
midnight on the 6th a terrific thunderstorm, accompanied by heavy rain, burst over 
London. Near Cambridge a colt, cow, and calf were killed, and a laborer was renderea 
insensible. In Spain the storm was of unusual violence, houses being flooded in Madrid, 
and the Manzanares overflowing its banks. 

New York, June 7. 4 ory received from Seattle, in Washington State, this 
afternoon, state that although help was summoned from adjacent places, and attempts 
— check the flames by demolishing buildings with — powder, nothing . 


which has been saved, and 100 thieves have u arrested. The loss by 

the fire there haa been officially declared at $7,000,000, only $2,500,000 of which is covered 

y insurance. It has been decided, in reconstructing the buai portion of the town, 
to employ stone or brick of w 


New Yorn, June 7.—It was ascertained to-day that many of the names on the regis- 
tration list at Johnstown were entered more than once. and that the total number of 
pene i is not more than 13,000, instead of 18,000 alive out of the former popu- 
ation. the inference the proportion of the living is 
2 e town does not appear to have at present a population of more 
10,000. It is believed that many bodies have been borne into the Ohio, and perbaps into 
the Mississippi, and may finally be deposited in waters hundreds of miles apart. The 
population of the city and valley was 54,000. The total loss of a a by the 
catastrophe is even r than was at first au , and is now estimated at $40,000,000. 
Senator Gorman says the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal will be abandoned, the com- 
pany not being able to raise means to make the extensive repairs which are needed. The 

rst mortgage bonds of the company are held by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 
Despatches from Williamsport state that 200.000, 000 cubic feet of logs and 40,000,000 feet 
of sawn timber were washed away down the river owing to the breaking of the booms. 
Some mills were carried away, and many others wrecked. Seven hundred bodies in all 
have been found at Nineveh. The Mayor of Williamsport estimates the loss in timber 
alone at $5,000,000, while there are other losses to a greater amount. Much distress 
prevails in the town, and large funds are being raised everywhere for the relief of the 
sufferers, | 


— 


acres. The poorer classes are suffering great privations, as nearly every restaurant and 
store is burned. The-militia an extra force of are the 
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MONDAY, JUNE 17, 1889. 


“MORMON” EXCLUSIVENESS. 


— ) 


THE exclusiveness of the principles of the Gospel, which is so strenuously 
insisted upon by the Latter-day Saints, is quite generally regarded by sec- 
tarians and the people of this world, as a very bad feature of the “ Mormon” 
religious system. This characteristic of oneness, inseparability and unelasti- 
city must, indeed, appear quite odious to an individual who has been accus- 
tomed to regard a large number of clashing creeds and contradictory doc- 
trines as all equally good and of co-ordinate virtue and authority. 

Modern Christendom demands an elastic Gospel of sufficient expansive 
and pliable properties to admit of three different modes of baptism, for in- 
stance, any one of which the candidate may select according to his preference. 
It must also adapt itself to the baptism of infants by one faction of the sec- 
tarian church, and to their exclusion from this ordinance by another. It 
must expand sufficiently to embrace the opposing principles that baptism is 
essential to salvation and that it is not. It must cover the doctrine of free 
will and of Calvinistic predestination with one and the same mantle; and, 
in a word, it must accommodate itself quite extensively to the heterogeneous 
and discordant opinions of humanity, becoming a different thing to different 
men. But if exclusiveness in religious principles appears bad to any one, 
laxity therein must seem incomparably worse to every mind that is trained 
to correct and logical thinking. Discordant notes in music mar the harmony 
and spoil the whole piece. An artist who fails to execute his work without 
reference to the most exquisite blending of colors, etc, produces a mere 
painted daub, which can engage the fancy of none other than an uncultured 
or savage mind. Discordant principles in party politics are dangerous tw its 
success, and are introduced by traitors only; and nowhere in the whole realm 
of true science and philosophy has there ever been found a clash of principles 
from the least unto the greatest. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the sweetest song that was ever sung on 
earth or in heaven. The poetry of the soul, the harmony of life eternal, the 
inspiration of God breathes in and through every word of that Divine sorg. 
It is set to the music of celestial spheres, and angelic hosts are the e! oristers. 
If there is a chord in the human soul which is tuned in unison with their 
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voices, there can bé no desire to mar the exquisite harmony. Every discord- 
ant note grates upon the feelings like a hoarse call to war in the midst of 
the joys of a marriage banquet. To those who feel that there is no music 
and harmony in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, these remarks can, of course, 
signify nothing. But who that has had his soul touched as though it were a 
harp of God, and by His own finger, can deny their existence? Every jarring 
sound and discordant voice must therefore come from a heart that is a stran- 
ger to heavenly inspiration, or which, at best, is most sadly out of harmony 
therewith. in 

In the Dore Gallery of Art there is a picture which represents Christ 
leaving the Pretorium. It elicits unstinted admiration from all beholders 
who have an eye for the grand and beautiful in painting. There is perhaps 
no artist now living who could perceive how this magnificent work might be 
improved. It seems to approach perfection in every detail; yet a country 
clown could easily ruin it forever. A single careless stroke of the brush 
across the Divine countenance of Christ—a line or two of blotched paint put 
into the face of Judas, and the work is done. Little things are these in 
themselves, but how disastrous the consequences. Thus the work of years 
wrought out to perfection by the genius of a famous and inspired artist 
might lose their greatest charm and beauty from the daubing touch of a boor. 

The Gospel of Christ is a painting of the most exquisite perfection. It is 
a representation of the wisdom uf God, produced by the hand of the Divine 
Master of all art Himself. It is His master-piece. In it the glory of His 
excellence is made manifest. Everywhere it is luminous with the inherent 
light of Divinity. It is perfection, absolute and incomprehensible to man. 
This magnificent work God invites mankind to inspect. A few of those who 
view it fall down before its great Creator and worship Him, filled with awe 
and wonder because of the matchless beauty and glory of His handiwork. 
They do not dare to entertain the impious thought that it could be bettered 
in the minutest detail. They realize that adverse criticism serves no other 
purpose, in the presence of such heavenly art, than to betray their own igno- 
rance of infinite and Divine skill and perfection. They feel that to make any 
human alteration in such a vision of celestial beauty and excellence is dam- 
nable desecration. | 

There are others again who view the Divine production, but with different 
emotions. The work as it left the bands of God does not correspond with 
their notions of art, and they recklessly set about the task of reforming the 
scene, One set of critics draw inharmonious lines in water colors right 
across the face of the painting. These are scratched off awkwardly by ano- 
ther lot of artists Some think the beautiful water fountain which is a pro- 
minent feature in the original, is essential to its perfection and completeness; 
o: hers imagine it mars the scene and consequently cover it over with an un- 
sightly screen. One class of beholders think the heavens should remain un- 
c!ouded, so as to represent God's free grace beaming upon all; another class 
daub over nearly the whole view in lines of deepest black, to show God’s pre- 
determined wrath reserved against uonumbered multitudes. And nearly all 
have smeared on oolors in various places which they are now more or less 
hastily scratching off. Thus like uncultured beings who attempt to adorn 
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themselves with paint and gewgaws of brass, the most glorious work of God 
has been blotched and tinseled over until there is scarcely left visible a single 
unmarred trace of the magnificent original. Such is the awfal work of the 
human, theological painters) But who is there that would not resist, at the 
peril of his life, the madman who sought to draw a brush over Dure’s greatest 
work? And can men be less jealous of the desecration of God's own master- 
piece than they are of man’s productions! Can they all wonder if some cry 
out mightily against the unhallowed touch of humanity upon a work that i 18 
everywhere uminous with the light of Divine perfection? 

To thus protest is the essence of Mormon” exclusiveness. It 1 means no 
more than Ha:.ds off God's work.” It does mean this, and it is a voice 
that shall never again be smothered out in this world. It sprang up in the 
wilderness, and was first echoed by only a few, sturdy defenders of God’s 
honor, but thousands now are making the world ring with the mighty shout. 
It has swelled to heaven, and Jehovah is answering lack through fire, flood, 
temyest and elemental strife with a voice that literally sbakes old earth to 
her very cen re, Hands off God's work.” She is trembling in every part 
under the awful, reverberating sound, and the thoughtless only fail to know 
that the vindication of God's « ause, right and work is at hand. If the prin- 
ciple of maintaining the unsullied integrity of the Landiwork of Omniscience 
is odious exclusiveness, so let it be. 

Again, in this world there are two opposing powers contending for the 
mastery. One of these represents all that is good, pure, and virtuous; the 
other all that is evil, unholy, delusive, and corrupt. God Himself is ut the 
head on one side, and Satan on the other. The people of this world espouse 
God's cause, or they fight against it. The conflict is as real, though it be 
spiritual, as any wurfare that one nation ever waged against another. In 
this stupendous war between heaven and hel!, what sane mind cin conceive 
that every movement on God's part is not pre-arranged with the greatest. 
care and wisdom, und designed to be executed upon princip'es of the greatest 
order, harmony, and precision? What would a human warfare be without 
such observances? Nothing more than the tumultuous scramble of huge 
mobs. Well, God never Jed a mob to battle. The idea that He ever did or 
could is preposterous, His plan of campaign was devised and orduined from 
the beginning. He has a policy in the awful conflict with His foe more 
clearly outlined than any which determines the politics of parties and nations, 
It is published to the world in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. That embraces 
the orders of the Commanding General and God of battles issued to His 
subordinates and army on the field, and while the fight is raging. D‘sobedi- 
ence is treason; fa'sification of orders is treason; divisions and factional 
strife is treason—treason against God, and it exists wherever one portion of 
His professed army or Church pulls down what another part builds up. If 
baptism, for instance, is ordained of God it must add to the strength of His 
cause. To say that it does not, simply charges Him with foolishness for im- 
posing an unprotitable work upon His people. Since it is required by Him, 
it forms part of His policy against His enemies, and traitors to His cause are 
they who fail to uphold it. The same may also be said respecting every 
order and command, and their purposes, which has been issued by the Chief 
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Captain of the Christian warfare. If they are disobeyed, falsified, perverted, 
suppressed, unexecuted, there is treason committed against God. If there is 
division, strife, contention, and brawling in the camp of the Lord, there are 
simply rebels there. These principles hold good when considered in their 
application to the party politics of mankind; and to deny them effect in 
matters pertaining to God and His Church is illogical and foolish. As the 
evils mentioned cannot be rooted out, nor kept out, of the Church policy of 
the Almighty without the principle of exclusiveness which commits to Him 
the sole control and direction of His own affairs, the Latter-day Saints have 
accepted and maintain it as a righteous and necessary principle. Whether 
they or their opponents shall be ultimately vindicated is not a matter for 
conjecture on the part of anyone who is at all properly acquainted with his 
true position before God. If it is odious to maintain His absolute right to 
supreme command in His own Charch, the Saints will not on that account 
swerve to the right or left. Gud’s prerogatives must and shall be maintained. 

It is immaterial from what standpoint we view a work of God its exclusive- 
ness is proclaimed. The mere fact that it is His, seals that characteristic 
upon it. It cannot be b-ttered, for it is the product of infinite wisdom. 
When weak, ignorant, and sinful humanity attempts its alteration they are 
bound to degrade it. They cannot excel it. They cannot equal it, and 
always seek to drag it down to their level instead of raising themselves up to 
it. 

Thus “Mormon” exclusiveness is an honor to the cause. It is a sign of a 
proper zeal for the honor of God and His works. Falsehood only is variable, 
elastic, and accommodating. All truth comes from God, and is precise, 
invariable, and exclusive. Two and two make four. This is a truth, and it 
is exclusive to rigidity. There are no expansive or pliable properties con- 
nected with it. It cannot be changed, altered, or modified. It cannot be 
made to take coguizance of the needs, hopes, fears, loves, or hates of mankind. 
It is everywhere and always an eternal, unchangeable truth—the same to 
Saint and sinner, Jew and Gentile, bond and free. No one can ever make it 
more nor less than it is. Every other truth in the whole domain of science is 
of the same nature. This is the testimony of mathematicians, astronomers, 
geologists, physiologists, etc. On the other hand, however, the professors of 
popular Christianity have a different standard for truth, which they make 
pliable, elastic, and accommodating; but as this is the characteristic of false- 
hood many of their principles must be false and worse than useless. 

| B. 


BirnMINGHAM CoNnFERENCE.—The meetings of the Birmingham Conference 
will be held at Hockley Chapel, Hunter's Vale, off Furm-street, Birmingham, 
on Sunday, July 7th, 1889, commencing at 10.30 a.m., aod 2.30 and 6 30 p.m. 
President Teasdale is expected to attend. 


Appress WANTIED.— Joseph Starlau l, Chase Town, near Walsall, Staffurd- 
shire, England, desires to ascertain the address of his brother Charles, or of 
Mra. Selina Hall, who emigrated to Utah about 18 years ago from Sheepshead, 
Leicestershire. Last heard of in Salt Lake City. They will confer a favor 


by replying.— Utah papers please copy. 
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DEPARTURE OF EMIGRANTs.—The second company of the season sailed 
from Liverpool on Saturday, June 8th, per S. S. Wyoming. There were 266 
passengers from Denmark, Sweden and Norway; 74 from Switzerland and 
Germany; also 18 missionaries who have been laboring in the countries 
named. Elder L. & Anderson is in charge of the company. Eld.r Samuel 
Nelson, who has recently been traveling in the Irish Mission, went with the 
party, he having been honorably released to return home, because his heal 


was becoming seriously impaired. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


New Lork, May 28, 1889. 
President Geo. Teasdale. 

Dear Brother, — Vou have already 
received a report of our journey up 
to Sunday morning, the 18:h inst., 
the time we arrived at Queenstown. 
We were lying close to the 8.8. C.ty 
of Ches‘er, inside the beautiful harbor, 
while just at the mouth was the 
S. S. Aurania. The former relieved 
the tender of a few people, the mails 
etc., and left at 10 am. 0 steamed 
out two hours later, having taken on 
board sume additional passengers. 

Towards Sunday evening the sea 
was a little rough and choppy, and 
though the weather was favorable, 
most of us had to succumb to sea- 
sickness. During the greater part of 
Monday the deck presented a deserted 
appearance, £0 far as our people were 
concerned, for most of them were 
unable to leave their berths. Nothin 
transpired on Tuesday worthy o 
note, except that the Saints began to 
feel better; but the following day 
was not uneventful—one which will, 
perhaps, never be forgotten. Although 
the sun was shining brightly, and 
providence seemed to smile on us, 
there was one person, not of our com. 

ny, however, who was not so greatly 
avored. 

A young man by the name of Red- 
mond, about 28 years of age, em- 
barked at Queenstown. About a 
dozen of his triends came in the ten- 
der to say farewell, and from the num- 
ber of cheers they gave as we left, we 
could not but feel that he was u. uch 
endeared to them; and, doubtless, 
little did they think they would never 
ree him again. About 1 o'clock on 
Wednesday, May 22nd, he fell a vic- 
tim to heart disease, notwithstanding 
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the doctor did all in his power to save 
the unfortunate man. is body was 
sewed up in canvas, his feet weighted, 
and at 7.30 p.m. the same day he was 
consigned to the mighty ocean—tbis 
being the first time some of us had 
witnessed a burial at sea. It was a 
sad scene, and though we were not 
personally acquainted with the young 
man, there was a gloom cast over the 
passengers. 

The remainder of the week, with 
the res of Friday, we were 
nearly all free from sickness, but a 
little roughness of the ocean caused a 
great many to again remain below. 
The usual Church of England ser- 
vices were held on Sunday, and the 
purser invited some of the Saints to 
ussist in the singing, which they did 
with credit. In the afternoon, by 
1 of the captain, we held a 

aiter-day Saints’ meeting, which 
was well attended, and seemed to 
awaken a spirit of inquiry. There 
was no disturbance or confusion, and 
everything passed off smoothly. 

Several times we bave encountered 
dense figs, in which we remained for 
a few hours only, and were obliged to 
slacken speed, but we have passed 
through them without accident. Al- 
though we have had to battle with 
head winds nearly every day, we con- 
sider our voyage a remarkably good 
and pleasant one. The elements have 
greutly favored us, there being only 
one slight rain-storm, accompanied 
by flashes of lightning, which, how- 
ever, caused us no damage. 

The S.ints were quite comfortably 
provided for, and received much atten- 
tion from the doctor and stewards. 
There is nothing to complain of; but, 
on the other hand, we have much to 
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be thankful for, icularly to the 
captain, purser and doctor, who have 
been kind, agreeable and “indefati- 
gable in their efforts to make our 
journey a pleasant success. We can- 
not commend them tov highly, nor 
over-rate their value in assisting the 
emigrating S:iots who shall follow 
this company. From the way we 
have beén treated, and frum the plea- 
sant voyage experienced, we feel that 
there has been a providential inter- 
ference in our bebalf, for which we 
are duly thankful to our heavenly 
Fat her. 

One aged lady, Sister Bowker, a 
member of the Church, was unfortu- 
nate in having a slight paralytic stroke, 
though nothing of a serious nature. 
The doctor was very attentive to her 
and she now feels much better, an 
we hope to see her entirely recovered 
in a short time. 

We arrived here 28th 
at 8 o'clock, all feeling first-class, an 
are now anchored in New York harbor. 

May 29 h.—We have all the 
commissioners, and everytbing is satis- 
factory, for which we thank the Lord. 
The Suints leave to-day for Norfolk, 
per 8.8. Wyanoke. e are grateful 
for the blessings which have attended 
us thus far on our journey. 

In order to get this letter off by 
to-day’s steamer, I must now close. 
Praying the blessings of heaven to 
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attend you and all the Saints, we are 


your brethre 
M. fl. President, 
J. E. CLARR, Secretary. 


Off Queenstown, on Board the 
Wyoming, June 9, 1889. 
President George Teasdale. 

Dear Brother,—We are pleased to 
report to you this morning that all is 
well with us. We have organized the 
company into six districts, two Elders 
regen over each, and two have 

n appointed to call the people to- 
gether for morning and evening 
prayer. Instructions were given last 
evening in regard to the Saints’ duties 
toward God and to one another, and 
reminded them of the good and valu- 
able instructions given by you. We 
are happy to state that a very good 
— and happy feeling exists among 
the Saints and brethren. 

We are having a nice sea breeze 
from the north. There is nothing 
further of consequence to report; but 
we feel thankful for your good coun- 
sel, and will endeavor to live up to 
the same in order that we may enjoy 
the blessings promised to us upon our 
journey homeward. With kindest re- 

rds we remain your brethren in the 

spel of Jesus Christ, 
L. S. AnpERson, President. 
Emit Magser, Secretary. 
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MINUTES OF THE BRISTOL CONFERENCE. 


HELD AT THE ODDFELLOWS’ HALL, CHELTENHAM. 
— — 0 — — 


Tne Conference commenced on Sa- 
turday evening, June 1, 1889, with a 
Priesthood meeting, at which the El- 
ders reported their labrs, 

Elder C. H. Rhees represented the 
Nailsworth District, and said it had 
been with a great deal of pleasure 
that he had labored in that District. 
Tuere are a few very Saints 
there, who are trying to live their 
religion. He found many ioquirers ; 
but though the people would accept 
tracts and talk upon the subject of 
religion, yet they seemed to want 
something more than the Gospel; but 
he had baptized a few since he had 
been laboring there. 


Elder C. Green, who had labored 
in the Bristol District, said he had 
felt well in bis work, and had, by 
the aid of tra been able to get 
among the people and tell them 
the glorious news of the restoration 
of the Gospel in the latter-days, and 
though many of them would own that 
there was more truth in this Gospel 
than in the doctrine of any of the 
sects with which they were acquainted, 
there were few who thought it neces- 
sary to embrace it. But he had been 
able to remove much prejudice from 
peers minds, and had baptized a 
ew. 


| Elder W. H. Evans, also of the 
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to the report of Brother Green. He 
had been but a few weeks in the Con- 
ference; but the greit difficulty 
seemed to be that they had no meet- 
ing bouse. There were some faithful 
Saints in the District, and he hoped 
to be able to do some good in the sur- 
rounding villages. 

Elder Johnson, of the Nailsworth 
District, s ud he had enjoyed bis 
labors in his portion of the District. 
There were some very good Saints, 
who were trying to live a righteous 
life; but a few were not duing 80 
well. He had been round tracting 
among the people; but though they 
would take the tracts and talk u 
the principles of the Gospel, they 
seemed to think they had religion 
enough already. 

Elder Clarke, of the Dorchester 
District, had had much pleasure in 
visiting among the Saints; but there 
were few outsiders who cared to listen. 
He had taken every opportunity of 
bearing bis testimony to the truth of 
the work, and that Joseph Smith was 
a true prophet of God; but the people 
seemed bard to get at. 

President Blair said he had visited 
all parts of the Conference. He had 
thought it better to move the head- 
quarters from Bristol to Cheltenham, 
which bad accordingly been done. He 
had done a good deal of tracting in 


Cheltenham and the villages around 


it, and was happy to say he had met 
with some success, He had baptized 
eight persons and blessed. several 
children; had sold about two dozen 
copies of the Book of Mormon, and 
about a dozen of the Voice of Warn- 
ing, and had held services in the 
meeting-house, in private houses, and 
in the streets whenever he had an 
opportunity. 
resident Teasdale occupied the 
rest of the time encouraging and 
counselling the Priesthood. 
Sunday, 10.30 a.m. 
Present on the stand: Apostle Geo. 
‘Teasdale, President of the European 
Mission; Elders S. A. Blair, Presi- 
dent of the Bristol Conference; C. H. 
— C. Green, G. B. Ash, R John- 
‘son, T. H. Clarke, and W. H. Evans, 


Travelling Elders in Bristol Confer- 
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Bristol District, had not much to add 


ence; and W. Howell, President of 
Cheltenbam Branch. 

President B'air, in a few introduc- 
tory remarks, said he was phased to 
meet with the Saints in Conference, 
and hoped we would be refreshed by 
hearing the Elders bear their testi- 
mony of the truth of the work, and 
though they may not bave a vay 
flattering report in numb:rs baptiz 
2 we may feel that some good had 

en done, and some progress made. 

Elder Rhees bore his testimony to 
the truth of the work, and was thank- 
ful that he lived in the day and age 
of the world when the Gospel bai 
been restored to the earth, and that 
he had been led to embrace the same. 
He had been told, before he had h ard 
for himself, that the “Mormons” did 
not believe in God or in Curist; but 
he found afterwards that they believed 
in the Bible more than any other 


edo 
Ider Green then said he felt a 
reat pleasure in meeting with the 
ints in Cheltenham in order to talk 
of the gp of being the people 
of God, and having Apostles and 
‘Prophets in the last days who have 
authority to preach the pel to the 
world. People will tell us that we do 
not need Prophets in these days, and 
that such messengers of God have all 
been done away with; but the Scrip- 
tures inform us that God never 
brought his judgments upon the 
world without first warning them 
through His servants the Prophets; 
and though people reject the idea, yet 
we know that Joseph Smith was a 
true Prophet sent of 

Elder Ash then spoke of the neces- 
sity for doing the will of the Savior, 
that we should have faith in Him, 
and repent of our sins, and be ba 
spoke also of the principle o ing 
oe for the gift of the Holy 

ost, 

President Blair next read the sta- 
tistical report for the year ending 
December 31, 1888. It is as follows: 
‘Seventies, 5; Elders, 28; Priests, 
9; Teachers, 3; Deacons, 6; member 
141; total number of officera’ an 
members, 187. Baptized, 17; ewmi- 


grated, 7; excommunicated, 3; died, 
23 lden blessed, 5. During this 
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ar, 10 were baptized, and 4 children 
blessed. 


230 p. m. 

The Sicrament was administered 
Ly E ders Clarke and Ash. 

Elder Johuson then tore his testi- 
mony, and sail that God would not 
have called Prophets, Apostles, and 
E ders in these days if He had not 
bad a work for them to do; and he 
was thankful that be had been 
thought worthy to be called to warn 
the people of their wickedness, and to 
call them to repentance. He also 
— 2 the first principles of the 

Elder Clarke said it was with great 
pleasure that he bore his testimony 
that this is the true Church and king- 
dom of God, and we should try our 


best to keep His commandments, The 


— 


done now. 


more humble and faithful we are, the 
we shall ba ex ilted in His king - 
om, 

Elder Evans was pleased to meet 
with the Saints in Conference, and 
could real ze bow thankful we ought 
to be to God for all His mercies; but 
thought that we were often not 
thankful enough for the many bless 
ings we receive, 

The authorities of the Church were 
then presented by President Blair, 
and unanimous'y sustained. 

Apostle Teasdale then concluded 
the meeting with much sound 
advice and kind words to the Saints 
in Cheltenham. 


6.30 P. m. 
Apostle Teasdale read the 15th 
chapter Ist Samuel, and Hebrews, 
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chapter 5, to show the necessity of 
obedience to the commands of God, 
and said that we were reminded that 
the inhabitants of the earth were once 
destroyed because they refused to 
listen to the voice of a man sent of 
God. Christ told the people in H's 
day that the only way to be saved 
was through the word of God—*o do 
His will and k His command- 


ments, to love the Lord our God with 


all our might, and our neighbors as 
ourselves; and it wus as neceasary for 
us to obey the commands of God as 
it was necessary for children to obey 
their parents. Many young ladies 
had been lost through placing their 
affections on young men that their 
parents had cautioned them against; 
and many a young man had gone into 
bad cumpany through disobeying the 
counsels of his parents. As it is with 
individuals, so with nations. Most of 
the evils that come upon both are 
through the sin of disobedience. He 
then spoke of the restoration of the 
Gospel in the latter — 7 according to 
Revelation xiv, 6, and the necessity 
of our obedience to this Gospel, the 
need of repentance and baptism, etc. 
He also exhorted the strangers to in- 
quire for themselves into the truth of 
this work; and the Saints to live 
their religion. 


- President Blair congratulated the 


Saints upon the success of the Con- 
ference, and bore his testimony to the 
truth of the work. 

The meetings were well attended 
— the day, and a good spirit 
prevuiled. Several strangers were 
present. 

CHARLES Hitt, Clerk. 


UTAH NEWS. 
(Summarised from Territorial Papers.) 
Charles S. Zane, of Utah, has b2en appointed. chief justice of the Supreme 


Court of the Territory. 


Water Commissioner Smith says the recent work done up City Creek 


canyon has increased 
day. | 


the flow of that stream nearly two million gallons per 


The county court house of Weber County will be lighted by gas as soon 


as the plumbing is completed. 


The work of putting in the pipes is being 
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